This Week 


"Theatre Under the Stars'' summer 
theatre program in Central Park at Woll- 
man Memorial, 60th St and 5th Ave, put- 

ting finishing touches on 3800 open air 
playhouse erected on site of ice- skating 
rink, First program offered by producers 
Michael Grace and Chris Anderson will be 

a two week run of double-feature dance 

bill with Maria Tallchief-Andre Eglevsky 
dance company and Jose Limon dance 

group starting June 10, Second program 

to feature Maria Tallchief-Andre Eglevsky 
group and Geoffrey Holder company. Re- 
vivals of musicals will be presented later 

in season, Tickets are on sale at 1619 Broad- 
way, price $3. 45-$1.15, Phone PL 7-2187,. 


Plays 


The Potting Shed closed after two 
reprieves, Sybil Thorndike and Lewis Casson 
prior commitments finally ended production 
-+- The Pajama Game also closed... Acci- 
dent backstage at My Fair Lady halted 
finale when scenery ‘drop fe fell, no one injured 
.-.Gangway! is new title of musical form- 
erly entitled "West Side Story" due to open 
at Winter Garden Sept 25 with Carol Law- 
rence, Larry Kert, Chita Rivera, presented 
by Griffith-- Prince.. New William Inge 
play The Dark at the Top of the Stairs will 
debut by Christmas, Saint Subber producer 
..-A Soft Touch is new title of farce by 
Max Edwards-Claude Binyon formerly en- 
titled ''Too Many Husbands", which George 

Abbott will present in Nov ... The Music Man 
with book, lyrics, music by Meredith Wil- 
son to debut Dec 26, presented by Kermit 
Bloomgarden, Herbert Greene and Frank 
Music Co...Lester Osterman, jr and 
Lillian Hellman will present plays by new 
and established playwrights who will share 
in profits. 


Players 


Greer Garson will succeed Rosalind 
Russell in Auntie Mame next Jan 18... 
Gwen Verdon missed all but one perform- 
ance of New Girl in Town due to bronchitis 
and sinus condition, 3 dancers and one act- 
ress-singer (Ann Williams) replaced her 
...Darren McGavin returned to Tunnel 
of Love after minor operation, J. Richard 
Jones subbed... Eddie Andrews will re- 
place Eddie Mayehoff, A Visit to a Small 
Planet, June 30,..Live alligators in 
Happiest Millionaire replaced by dummy 
alligators. .. Geraldine Page may replace 
Margaret Leighton in Separate Tables. 
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Calendar 


"Theatre Under the Stars''-Central 
Park 6/10 See column! for details... 
Kaleidoscope-Provincetown 6/ll, Stain- 
brook-McKee present revue with cast of 
ten, 


Tickets 


Injunction against License Comm- 
ission restraining order against theatre 
tour agencies continued as case against 
Commission by Theatre Trains and Planes 
and NJ ticket broker Harry Chetkin post- 
poned for third Mon, in row. 


Special Events 


Ethel Merman picked Vienna Cobb 
Anderson and Mitch Ryan as winners of 
Barter annual auditions... Walter Vin- 
cent re-elected president of Actors Fund, 


Theatre TV Notes 


NBC to present Mary Martin 
and John Raitt in "Annie Get Your Gun" 
Nov 27, telecast from Burbank, Calif, 
.+.NBC will also present musical 
salute to Irving Berlin Nov 3, honoring 
his 50th anniversary as song writer... 
"Hallmark Hall of Fame" NBC series 
planning to present a Shakespeare play, 
a modern comedy and a mystery during 
next season, 


Theatre Film Notes 


Betty Comden and Adolph Green 
to write screen version of "Auntie Mame" 
for Warner's ., Columbia considering 
musical version of "Golden Boy." 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Shakespeare's Globe Playhouse" 
by Irwin Smith published by Scribner's 
$7...1957 "Player's Guide" published 
by Paul L. Ross contains data on 5000 
performers. 


Children's Theatre 


Pied Piper Productions will pre- 
sent children plays at strawhat theatres. 
James Thurber's Many Moons and Aus- 
tin O'Toole's Clown Face are among 
plays to be shown, Group will be seen 
at Westbury, LI, Music Fair starting Jul 


ll. 


Off Broadway 


Commedia dell' Arte Company will 
open season Jun 25 at Bleecker St Thea- 
tre,145 Bleecker, Aurel Keating producer 
and director... The Magic Carpet closed 


after 6 performances (see reviews page 2) 


.+»New adaption of Moliere's School For 


Wives . with a New Orleans locale of 
the 1750s, will be presented at Theatre 
Marquee Jun 19 with Butterfly McQueen 
and Suzanne D'Albert. 


The Country Wife cast includes-- 
Leon Janney, Frances Sternhagen, Arthur 
Malet, Olive Dunbar...Ronnie Cunning- 
ham replaced Jenny Lou Law, Kaleidoscope 
...Humphrey Davis and Leslie Barrett 
replace Harry Bannister and Sandy Ken- 
yon, Purple Dust. 


Summer Playhouses 


Grand Theatre, Sullivan, Ill to 
be converted from films to summer 
theatres, presenting 8 weeks of musicals 
-+-Ice show with Dick Buttons to be in- 
cluded in Lambertville, NJ, version of 
On The Town in Aug... Chris Anderson 
negotiating for park theatres in 12 cities, 
with musicals to be presented under "air 
balloons" ...St.John Terrell planning 
to use "Air Top" tents at Commack, LI, 
Music Circus, 


London 


Sam Wanamaker to present George 
Tabori's Not | By Bread Alone next season 
.».. Anna Massey to appear in Dear Delin- 
quent next at Westminster —_—.«. 


Paris 


Sell-out reported for week of July 2 
for "Long Day's Journey Into Night" at 
Sarah Bernhardt Theatre with US cast... 
Same house to play host to Jean-Louis 
Barrault-Madeleine Renaud Co next sea- 
son, 


Shakespeare Festivals 


NY Summer Shakespeare Festival 
opens season Jun 27 with Romeo and Jul- 
iet with BryarlyLee, Stephen Joyce and 
Jack Cannon, Production will be present- 
ed from stage of 65 foot trailer truck. 
June 27-30 play will be shown in Central 
Park, Belvedere Tower area at 80th St, 
July 2-3 Hunter College, Bronx, July 5-6 
Kings Park, Queens, July 8-9 Brooklyn 
War Memorial, 
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Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


Inherit the Wind-National 6/1/57. Ed Begley's switch 
from his long-run portrayal of Bryan to lead role of Darrow, 
replacing Paul Muni was thoroughly approved by three critics. 
Watts, Post, Peper, World Telegram & Sun, and McCord, Her- 
ald Tribune, all commented that Begley did not imitate Muni, 
but created his own conception of the character. All were 
amazed at fine job Begley did. All also approved the entire 
production, now in its third year. Post aisle-sitter termed 
it one of the most remarkable transformations since Richard 
Mansfield astonished turn-of-the century playgoers by chang- 
ing from Dr. Jekyll into Mr. Hyde. Begley gave a superb per- 
formance, and the production is as absorbing as ever, Watts 
commented, Begley brought off an acting tour de force with 
a remarkable performance, added Peper, WT&S. McCord, 
Herald Tribune, noted that the performance as a whole is 
broader than it was, but still remains effective theatre. All 
complimented Leon Stevens portrayal as Bryan, 


In curtain speech Saturday night, at his final perform- 
ance, Paul Muni said in part--"" 1 am very grateful that I 
was chosen to appear in this role. Grateful to Jerome Law- 
rence and Robert E, Lee, who have written this wonderful 
play. A play which will never grow old, never be dated, Free- 
dom of thought is something we in this country should always 
strive to maintain, 


The Magic Carpet- Jan Hus- 5/27-6/1 . Ida L Erlich's 
one woman production-she wrote, directed and produced-new 
play was panned by Herridge, Post. Drama editor found it 
hard to tell which was worse--the script, the direction or the 
cast of actors who seemed embarrassed to remember the 
lines. Mrs Ehrlich was advised to stick to translations, so 
she could at least share the blame. 


New Dramatists Report 


New Dramatists Committee, rounding out its eighth 
year, reports that in past season six plays by members 
and alumni were presented on Broadway. Latest was 
Arnold Schulman's "A Hole in the Head. "' Eleven works 
are scheduled for production in the near future in Europe 
and South America, Members of the committee completed 
54 new scripts and have 18 under option by Broadway pro- 
ducers, 


Variety's Summary of Season 


Quantity rather than quality has been the keynote of the 
season, summarizes Variety. The number of productions 
has been slightly above the average of recent years, but the 
level of entertainment has been generally mediocre. It is 
probably indicative that the outstanding event of the season 
was the production of a posthumous play, tradepaper com- 
ments. 62 productions were presented on Broadway. Six 
shows had returned their investments, 14 looked likely to 
return their investment, and the remainder lost money. 
Season, paper noted, has been notable for the dearth of estab- 
lished authors represented, particularly in the musical field. 
In the straight play field authors missing included--Moss 
Hart, George Kaufman, Arthur Miller, Thornton Wilder, Lil- 
lian Hellman, William Inge, Maxwell Anderson, Sidney King- 
sley and John van Druten. 


As for critics, Variety, states that Atkinson, Times, 
remains the recognized ace by reason of tenure, readability, 
literary style, circulation, boxoffice impact and personal 
character. 


THEATRE 
BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"20 Best European Plays on the American Stage" edited 
by John Gassner( Crown $5, 75) okayed by Rodo, Variety. Book 
presents European drama as a factor in professional US pro- 
ductions, Donnelly, World Telegram & Sun, approves of book 
with texts of 70 plays as an outstanding bargain. 


“Arthur Miller's Collected Plays" published by Viking 
represents a considerable body of work and is accompanied 
by a long, interesting rather heavy footed essay on his dram- 
atic technique by the playwright, rates ‘Donnelley, WT & S, 


OF 
TOWN 


Cat on Hot Tin Roof in Chicago... The Matchmaker in 
Cleveland. ., Fallen Angels, My Fair Lady and No Time for 


Sergeants in Los Angeles... The Apple Cart in San Fran- 
cisco, 


Upcoming summer theatre tryouts include---- 
Back to Methuselah, Arnold Moss' adaption with Moss por- 
traying Shaw. Opens six week tour at Coomamesett, Mass, 


July 15.... The Man in Dog Suit with Hume Cronyn and 
Jessica Tandy, 


For Stage Struck Only 


* This weekly NYC theatre newsletter 
digests--complete theatre news(page 1) 
--reviews of all current openings(pg 2) 
NYC critics suggestions on theatre 
books, records ( page 2). Plus comments 
by critics on theatre subjects(page 3). 
And complete business & critical data 
(page 4). Weekly summer issues cover 
summer scene in NYC and summer 
playhouses, 


* $25 year complete. Includes free 
yearly spring back binder and free 
research services, 


* Special Bulletin Board Edition for 
schools, libraries, etc. Consists of 
regular edition of C.D, free binder. 
Plus 17 x 28 edition printed on one 
side. Also free bulletin board. Only 
on request with subscription check. 
$25 per year to above groups only. 
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GREEN 
ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


TOUGH PUBLIC... The public is the enemy of the theatre, not 
critics, points out Chapman, News. Season's record shows 
that reviewers liked many more shows than public sup- 
ported, Contrary to popular belief, the public has not 
made a smash hit out of something the reviewers panned, 
Two prime examples of last season's failures that were 
better than its successes were --Candide and Small War 
on Murray Hill, 


COLUMN TIPS...Edward Mulhare will sub for Rex Harrison, 
My Fair Lady, on Saturdays to allow latter long week-end 
reports Winchell... Fredric March and Kim Novak won 
leads in film version of ‘''Middle of Night" notes Wilson 
.-.Some Off-Broadway actors and stage managers to be 
questioned by FBI for possible spreading of Communistic 
line in some plays, hears Kilgallen. 


"LADY" ACCIDENT...Heroic Service Medal for the 1956-57 
season awarded by McClain, Journal American, to Rex 
Harrison, who got through his final number in My Fair 
Lady , after on-stage accident, Farrell, World-Telegram 
Sun, reported that if accident of scenery falling had taken 
place a moment earlier or later a dozen actors and stage 
hands might have been killed. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Broadway shocked at small estate-- 
$40, 000--left by Ezio Pinza, comments Sobol, Journal 
American, Pinza was victim of taxation system...Shubert 
Alley set wondering what press-agent Dick Maney will re- 
veal about his clients in his forthcoming biography, guesses 
Coleman, Mirror. 


SCENES SEASON,..Current year came thunderingly alive to 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, not in terms of perfectly sustained 
whole plays, but in the sudden, sobering power of individual 
scenes, The basic excitement has come in overwelming 
bursts of energy, fiery explosions that couldn' t have been 
counted on, in climactic moments that were soundly written 
in the first place and brillantly acted in the second, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... Current audiences panned by Times 
reader who fears they may interrupt a play with con- 
stant applause rather than run risk of an illuminating 
emotional experience by sitting still...Summer pro- 
ducers were urged to try a new musical or two in- 
stead of all doing same set of ten shows, noted C, D, 
subscriber, 


SECOND GUESSES... Charge that Off-Broadway has been lax 
in its efforts to find interesting fresh material effect- 
ively demolished by success of Simply Heavenly and 
Career, both of which Watts, Post, “recommends 


second stark, candid and poignant. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Helena Carroll can be found three 
days each week selling tickets for the 3 Irish Plays at 
Theatre East, of which she is a co-producer, and eight 
nights per week on-stage in Separate Tables, details 
Fields, Mirror, Sundays she ushers at Theatre East. 
Irish Players would like to have a larger, permanent 
house and do plays by modern Irish authors.... Audit- 
ioning is like walking the last mile, Ethel Merman 
told Benson, WT&S, while picking the Barter Theatre 
audition winners, Star spent two hours hearing one 
minute auditions and played the unaccustomed role 
of casting director to the hilt. 


" PROS & CONS BY TMK " 


If the weather is good, NYC promises to have an interest- 
ing outdoor summer theatre program, "Theatre Under the Stars" 
program in Central Park, though opening with ballet programs, 
will eventually get around to theatre. The ambitious program set 
by the NY Summer Shakespeare Festival will bring the Bard's 
works, for free, to the five boroughs. A quartet of the Lewisohn 
Stadium programs are of special interest to theatre-lovers. And 
at least a dozen summer music tents are within easy driving 
distance of the city. Except for a flurry of Off-Broadway open- 
ings at the end of June, the in-door summer theatre program is 
dim, Blame this on lack of adequate air-conditioning systems 
rather than lack of audiences and/or interest. 


* * 


Everyone is thankful that no one was injured in that fall 
of scenery at My Fair Lady. With the amount of variety of 
heavy scenery moved during the course of an average musical, 
it is a tribute to the much. abused stage-hands and stage man- 
agers that so few back-stage accidents take place. 


* * 


Critics and public seem to agree that it is latter that 
make or break a play. It is only actors and producers who 
stick to the cliche-blame that critics control the theatre. If 
the same actors and producers who spend so much time 
condemning the critics for not liking some particular aspect 
of a given show spent that time on the show itself, the 
critical results on a given show might be changed. 


* * 


Theatre audiences, in part, arrive late and leave 
early. It is not certain if it is theatre management's fault 
on the former, for it is a well known fact that the advert- 
ised 8 40 curtain usually ascends about 8 55 PM. But the 
sudden rush up the aisles as the curtain descends can only 
be attributed to mass rudeness on the part of so-called 
theatre-lovers. There simply can't be that many people 
rushing for commuter trains. 


Off-Broadway talent is like every other kind of talent, 
in and out of the theatre. Either you got it, or you ain't, The 
end of season productions of "Simply Heavenly" and "Career" 
have been cheered by reviewers as original, fresh theatre. 
The point that seems to be missed is that these two product- 
ions, given at opposite ends of the Off-Broadway circuit, are 
the kind of shows that Off-Broadway was invented for. Nei- 
ther show is of the "commercial" variety that producers 
would consider for Broadway, But both are given splendid, 
professional productions, Both are also given in theatres 
that are slightly uncomfortable, but the quality of the prod- 
uction makes up for the hardness of the seats. Imagination, 
talent are much more important than the sheer energy which 
is the usual substance of Off-Broadway. 


* * 


Theatre facts are few and far between, but it is gen- 
erally agreed that the tag Last Weeks" in legit ads will 
bring out the fans who always wait to the last minute to 
see a show. The pity of the situation is that if these same 
ticket-buyers didn't always wait until "Last Weeks" the 
show could continue for many weeks longer. 


* * 
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June 5,1957 PLAYGOERS GUIDE chart of CRITICAL DIGEST--139 E 47,NYC EL 5-6894 


This weekly chart of CRITICAL DIGEST, the weekly NYC theatre newsletter digest, presents 


up-to-date data on current business and critical reception of all current Broadway and Off- 
Broadway shows, Subscribers to CRITICAL DIGEST may write or phone for any other speci- 


fic data or for late reviews. 


"C"- Critical-figures refer to percentage of PRO reviews filed by NYC daily drama critics. 
PRO means show was recommended as entertaining and/or stimulating evening, not if the 
critic predicted if show would run or not, 


"B"-Business- figures refer to percentage of gross ticket sales of past weeks. "%B" figures 
refer to percentage of past week's attendance, and indicates current availability of tickets. 
"Cap" figures refer to gross capacity of attraction, Figures that follow are gross estimates 
by VARIETY for past weeks. All figures are in thousands of dollars, Thus 100% B- Cap $68- 
--$68--$64-$68 means that past week attraction sold out, capacity of theatre is $68,000 and 
week previous gross was $64, 000, etc. 


LONG DAYS JOURNEY 
Hayes $6.90 


MOON FOR MISBEGOT 
Bijou $5.75 


MOST HAPPY FELLA 
Imperial $7. 50 


MY FAIR LADY 
Hellinger $8.05 


NEW GIRL IN TOWN 
46th St $9.20 


NO TIME SGTS 
Alvin $5.75 


AUNTIE MAME 238 W 44 100% C- Mostly for R. Russell- 0% minus RR 
Broadhurst $5.75 CI 6-6699 100% B- Cap $43--$43 $43 $43 Closed 6/29-8/5 

SEPARATE TABLES 
BELLS ARE RINGING 230 W 44 80% C- Show- 2 Con-Times, WT&S -100% Judy Music Box $5.75 
Shubert $7.50 CI 6-5990 100% B- Cap $58--$58 $58 $58 $58 $58 $58 $58 

T UNNEL OF LOVE 
DAMN YANKEES 152 W 54 100% C- Unanimous praise cast-musical Royale $5.75 
Adelphi $8.05 JU 6-3787 55% B- Cap $50--$29 $26 $21 $25- 

VISIT SMALL PLANET 
DIARY ANNE FRANK 229 W 49 100% C- Unanimous praise Pulitizer Prizer Booth $5, 75 
Ambassador $5, 75 CO 5-1855 50% B- Cap $35-- $16 $15 $14 $14 $15 $20 Close 6/29 

ZIEGFELD FOLLIES 
HAPPIST MILLION, 150 W 45 60% C- 3 Cons- H. Trib, Post, J. Am. Winter Garden $8.05 
Lyceum $5. 75 JU 2-3897 85% B- Cap $26---$20 $21 $21 $19 $23 $19 $17 $18 
HAPPY HUNTING 245 W 44 100% C- for Merman, 10% C-Mir, sole pro show 
Majestic $8.05 CI 6-0730 85% B- Cap $70--$64--$55 $56 $58 $65 $64 $60 
HOLE IN HEAD 236 W 45 40% C- 3 Pro-Times, Post, J. Am, 
Plymouth $6, 25 CI 6-9156 80% B- Cap $37--$25 $26 $27 $28 $30 $27 $26 
HOTEL PARADISO 124 W 43 100% C- Unanimous B, Lahr, mild script 
Miller $6. 90 BR 9-3970 80% B- Cap $34-- $24 $23 $22 $26 $27 $24 
INHERIT WIND 208 W 41 90% C-Funke, Times, sole con voter on show, 
National $5, 75 PE 6-8220 90% B- Cap $30--$27 $21 $20 $24 $23 $20 $20 
LIL ABNER 235 W 44 60% C- 3 Con- H. Trib,J.Am. WT & S 
St James $8.05 LA 4-4664 100% B- Cap $58--$58 $58 $58 $58 $58 $58 $58 

" THEATRE CALENDAR " 


Central Park Musicals-6/10 
Kaleidoscope-Provincetown 6/11 


School for Wives-Theatre Marquee 6/19 


Othello-Stratford, Conn 6/22 


Comedia Dell' Arte- Bleecker St 6/25 


Country Wife- Renati- 6/26 
Show Boat-Jones Beach 6/27 
Romeo & Juliet-C, Park 6/27 


Lewisohn Stadium Concerts 


George Gershwin Concert- July 4 
-July 27 


My Fair Lady Excerpts 


The Strongest- 10/2 

The Egghead- 10/3 

Man in Dog Suit- 10/9 

Romanoff and Juliet- 10/15 

Copper and Brass- Beck 10/17 
Honorable Macbth 10/28 

Square Root of Wonderful-National 10/31 
Rumple- 10/31 

Rise, Marlowe- Gate 10/? 

Fools Are Passing Thru-Fischer 10/? 
Four Winds- 10/? 

Casual Miracle 10/? 

Babylon in Candlelight 10/? 


CAREER 
7th Av S $3.45 


ICEMAN COMETH 
Circle $3.60 


IN KING CHARLES 
Downtown $3. 45 


LAND BEYOND RIV 
G. Mews 


Rodgers &Hammerstein - Aug 3 


Merchant of Venice-Stratford, Conn 7/10 
Much Ado About Nothing-Stratford 8/? 


Hedda Gabler-4th St 9/10 
Gangwayl-W. Garden 9/25 
Look Back in Anger- 9/? 


High and Happy- 11/7 

La Plume de Me Tante-Belasco ll/? 
Jamaica- 11/? 

Compulsion- 11/? 

Doctor Inspite of Himself 

Soft Touch -l1/? 


Miss Isobel- 12/26 
Music Man - 12/26 
Dark Top of Trees 12/? 


The Rivalry- 1/27/58 


" LONDON CALENDAR " 


Jun 5- Dear Delinquent- Westminister 
Jun 6- Free as Air- Savoy 
Jun ?- Titus Andronicus- Palace 


" TV THEATRE PROGRAMS " 


Jun 13- CBS- Clash by Night onPlayhouse 90 
Nov 3- NBC Irving Berlin Salutre 
Nov 17- CBS- 7 Lively Arts debut 


Nov 27- NBC- Annie Get Your Gun with Mary Martin. 


"CD VIEWS ON CURRENT SHOWS " 


PROS: 


Damn Yankees, Diary Anne Frank, Happiest Millionaire, Hotel Paradiso 


Long Days Journey, Moon for Misbegotten, Most Happy Fella, New Girl 
in Town, Separate Tables, Tunnel of Love 

Land Beyond River, 3 Irish Plays, Iceman Cometh, Career, Simpl¢y 
Heavenly, Purple Dust, In Good King Charles. 


CONS: Ziegfeld Follies. 


PURPLE DUST 
Cherry Lane$3. 85 


SIMPLY HEAVEN, 
85th St $3.85 


3 SYNGE PLAYS 
T. East $2, 80 


3 PENNY OPERA 
De Lys $4.85 


230 W 46 
CI 6-6380 


209 W 45 
JU 6-5442 


249 W 45 
CO 5-2412 


1655 Bway 
PL 7-7064 


226 W 46 
Cl 6-4271 


249 W 52 
CI 5-5226 


239 W 45 
CI 6-4636 


250 W 45 
Cl 6-8870 


231 W 45 
CI 6-5969 


1634 Bway 
Cl 5-4878 


99-7th Av S 


CH 2-2904 


5 Sher Sq 
OR 5-9437 


85 E4 
OR 3-4412 


141 W 13 
CH 2-9831 


31 Comm, 
Ch 2-4468 


150 W 85 
SU 7-9532 


211 E 60 
TE 8-8930 


121 Chris, 
WA 4-8782 


100% C- Raves for O'Neill prize play-players 
95% B- Cap $30--$28 $27 $27 $30 $27-Closed 6/29-8/1 


40% C- 3 Pro-News, J, Am, Post-mild most script 
80% B- Cap $19--$15 $14 $13 


90% C- 1 Con- H. Trib 
75% B- Cap $57-- $44 $42 $43 $44 $54 $47 $36 


100% C- Unanimous praise for all concerned 
100% B- Cap $68--$68 $68 $68 $68 $68 $68 $68 $68 


80% C- 2 Con-Times, Trib-most pro Abbott 
100% B- Cap $59-- $59 $59 


100% C- Unanimous praise soldier comedy 
70% B- Cap $38--$22 $21 $23 $24 $23 Closes 8/17 


100% C- Unanimous praise for Eng. Twin-bill 
65% B- Cap $31--$20 $20 $21 $21 $25 $24 $23 


30% C- 2 Pro- H. Trib, News 
90% B- Cap $34-- $30 $30 $31 $30 $30 $26 


100% C- Mostly for Ritchard-Mayehoff antics 
98% B- Cap $27--$26 $26 $23 $22 $25 $27 


60% C- 4 Pro-Lillie only-News, Mir, Post, J. Am 
45% B- Cap $63--$27 $30 $30 $36 $43 $38 $40 


OFF BROADWAY " 


3 Pro-Times, Post, Wor-Tele-Sun 


6 Pro-Times, Trib, Mir, J. Am, WTS, Post 


6 Pro-Times, Trib, Post, WTS, Mir, Var. 


4 Pro-Times, Post, W. Wear, Var, 


4 Pro-Times, Trib, Post, WTS 


2 Con- News, J, Am. 


5 Pro-Times, Trib, Post, J. Am. W. Wear 
1 Con- WT &S 


5 Pro-Times, Post, Mir, J. Am, WTS 
2 Con- Trib, Variety 


3 Pro-Times, Trib, Post 


“ RATINGS OF NYC CRITICS " 


1956-57 season ratings of NYC drama critics on current Broadway shows by 


CRITICAL DIGEST. "%"' figures are percentages of pro votes in comparison 
to con votes by critics on current Broadway shows, Variety 1955-56 and 1954-55 
season figures are percentages of favorable reviews by critics for entire 


season, 
20 shows 


Atkinson, Times 
Kerr, H, Tribune 
Chapman, News 
Coleman, Mirror 
Watts, Post 
McClain, J. Am. 
Donnelley, WT&S 
(1955 Hawkins) 


CD% 


75% 
65% 
95% 
85% 
90% 
85% 
75% 


Variety 1955-56 1954-55 


Pros Cons 


15 5 490 607 
13 7 394 354 
19 1 +527 580 
17 3 454 566 
18 2 541 
17 3 -535 532 
15 5 306 
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